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es·sen·tial

adjective
1. absolutely necessary; extremely important.
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Disclaimer It’s Black History Month
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“Blackest” jobs in the US
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https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2017-08-16/the-jobs-most-segregated-by-gender-and-race
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1. Barbers 🤧
2. Nursing and home health aides 🤧
3. Telemarketers 
4. Postal service sorters and processors 🤧
5. Security guards
6. Practical and vocational nurses 🤧
7. Bus drivers 🤧
8. Taxi drivers and chauffeurs 🤧
9. Government program interviewers

10. Crossing guards 

“Blackest” jobs in the US
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“Blackest” jobs in the US 
+ COVID-19

“Black workers were overrepresented in 
occupations with high potential risk of 
exposure to disease and infection at work 
and inability to maintain physical distancing 
at work.”

ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8340801/#Abs1title
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8340801/#Abs1title
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Public service
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Public service

● 9.4% of California’s civil service 
employees are Black 

● 6.5% of Californians are Black 

 calhr.ca.gov/Documents/ocr-census-of-employees-2019.pdf (October 2021)
 census.gov/quickfacts/CA (2021 estimate)
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https://www.ppic.org/blog/black-californians-struggle-within-a-challenging-job-market/


Public service

● The public sector is the single most important source of 
employment for African Americans.

● During 2008-2010, 21.2% of all Black workers are public 
employees, compared with 16.3% of non-Black workers. Both 
before and after the onset of the Great Recession, African 
Americans were 30% more likely than other workers to be 
employed in the public sector.

● The public sector is also a critical source of decent-paying jobs 
for Black Americans. For both men and women, the median 
wage earned by Black employees is significantly higher in 
the public sector than in other industries.

laborcenter.berkeley.edu/black-workers-and-the-public-sector (2011)
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“The worker must work for the 
glory of his handiwork, not 
simply for pay; the thinker must 
think for truth, not for fame.”

― W.E.B. Du Bois
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